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Dear  
 
 
Easter greetings to you all! – This is a time of celebrating “New Hope and Life” that our Lord 
Jesus offers us all through his death and resurrection.  
 
It is Spring, the beauty of God’s creation all around us talks of New Life. Also, at the present 
time, we seem to be coming out of the Covid crisis, so there is hope there too in spite of it 
being a longer and harder journey than many ever thought possible a year ago. 
 
This has therefore been a really tough season for many of us; some have struggled with 
isolation, some have been grieving, some have struggled physically and mentally and some 
of us have been unsure how to feel. As, God willing, we begin to follow the roadmap out of 
lockdown there will be a mixture of emotions amongst us. Some of us will be desperate to 
re-engage with our friends, family and church family whilst others will remain cautious and 
unsure as to how and when to engage. 
The church leadership are delighted that St. Philip's opened for some glorious if different 
services on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. We will now continue to gather in church on 
both Sunday and Wednesday for OASIS but if you feel more comfortable at present, then  
these will continue to be live streamed on our Face Book page. 
 
We recognise there will be these differing emotions, so as part of reassuring you, we will of 
course be following all of the Covid guidelines to keep you safe. If you are still unsure about 
gathering in church, then be confident of our full support and understanding of your 
feelings; when you are ready to return we will enjoy welcoming you. Either way, as a church 
member you remain in our thoughts and prayers so please do feed in any specific prayer 
requests. 
 
The context of all this seems a particularly good time to write to you all; for it is also the 
time the St Phil’s leadership feel called to set out a new direction in our new Vision 
statement launched on Easter Day and enclosed with this letter. 
 
The Leadership Team has developed this local application of our Parish Vision Themes to 
give a clear sense of direction for St Phil’s going forward. There will inevitably be changes 
due to the consequences of Covid and just the passing of time; however, we felt having a 
clear direction would help us to follow the steps we trust our Lord is revealing to us, through 
prayerful listening. We are not rushing into any great changes and feel the next few months 
are a time for recovery and refocus, before changes we discern God leading us into begin to 
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shape things particularly from September onwards. The Leadership Team are seeking to 
discern what these should be during this time. 
 
Recovery over the next weeks and months will take many forms. We will need to look back 
both in lament and thanksgiving, and CPAS has produced some very good resources to help 
do this. These will be available through church soon. 
We also need time and space not rushing into too much and will simply want to reconnect 
with each other. In addition to church services there will be various events seeking to help 
do this before and during the summer, watch out for details. 
 
In addition, we have included the term card so you can see the teaching we will be following 
which begins to unpack and apply the Vision statement, and some of the activities being 
planned. 
 
 

 
 
Peter and the Leadership Team at St. Phil’s 
 
 
 
 


